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MAN'S NATURE MD DESTINY j 

OK, 

1HB ANIMAL MAM AND THE SPIRITUAL MAM. 



Tkxt.— " That wtilch k born of tho flesh is flesh; and thai wliteh 
U bora at tho Spirit is ■pSrifc"— Join, 3: & 

Such is the utterance of Him, who spake as " never 
man spake." How unlike the teaching of the mere 
theologians I Thoy teach, llial man, horn of tho 
flesh, is flesh and sjnrtt. So did no* our div5no Lord, 
Ilia touching is plain, distinct, and unoqnivocal. 
Man by liis natural birth is a unit, and is JfesA .' and, 
vtntil he is " born again," he ia not, and cannot rise 
higher than a fleshly being, or an animal miluro. 
Tim testimony is not to be act aaidc by the trad : 
iiousofmen, heathen philosophy, nor the specula 
tions of those calling themselves Christians. The 
utterance of uur Lord admits of no evitsion, and woo 
to tho man vrho prosumca to contravene it. 

These is the animal man : suou are all uku 

BY KATintAi. UIH.TU. 

THEBB kS THE SI'IBITCAL MAN : HUCH IS NO WAN TILL 
" DOBN AGAIN." 

Tho origin of each is distinctly marked ; und 
maii'e destiny turns on the nature -which is triumph- 
ant- Tho man of llesli, ia, in his nature, only mortal, 
corruptible, dying. Siefi ara all "eorn (if the lloslu 



J 



/ 






4 WAN'S NATORfi AND DBSTINT. 

Hence Hie necessity that a man "must bo born 
again," before lie can bo spiritual, or possess a naturo 
that is undying- without which spiritual nature, 
"ho eutmoteee the kingdom of God;" for that 
** kingdom ia nn everlasting kingdom," "which shall 
never be destroyed ." See Dan. 2: 44, and 7: 27. 
To inherit such a kingdom, u spiritual, or nndyHg 
nature, ia esBontinl, and can only be ilio rcmilfc of n 
new birth, of, or by the Spirit of God. Without 
ench birth, no intellectual development, no ritea, 
forma, ceremonies, or ordinances will he of any avail j 
as none of them can atand in place of the new birth ; 
for, the Spirit of God, alone, can ^reduce n spiritual 
naturo. " That which ia born of tho flesh is flesh :" 
nothing more, nothing: higher. 

That than baa spirit, is ferae; and so have tho 
lower order of animals. We road in the Scriptures 
of " ilio spirit of the beasts," as well as " the spirit of 
man." Both have spirits: both hare "the spirit of 
iife:" but to have spirit and to bo trpiritutdh not 
identical ; or, tho possession of spirit h no evidence 
of an entity surviving in death, or that either man 

or beast is. dual- 
That by tho phrase, "tho flesh," ia often meant 
man, in his entire natural being, we *hajl show from 

the Scriptures. 

In Oon. 6: 3, tho following Language oeciirs : 
"The LOKD *ud, raySpiritshu.il not always strive 
with man, for that ho alao" is flesh." Again, verses 
12 and 18, "And Uod looked upon the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, for all PtSSD had corrupted 
bis way upon the earth: and God said unto Noah, 
'The; end of. alt, flesh .is uorao before mo; for the 
wth is filled with violence through tiikw ; and I 
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HAN'S KA.TVRE AND DESTINY. 5 

will destroy them with the earth." Also, verse 17, 
" Behold I, even I, do bring a iiood of water a upon 
Hie earth, to destroy all JtmK wherein is the breath 
of life, from under heaven ; and everything that is 
in the earth shdi DIE." In the account of the flood, 
ohup.7 ; 21-23, the following expressive language in 
employed — "And aU fi.ksh died, that moved upon 
the earth, both of fowl and of cattle^ and of 
beast, and of every creeping thing that croepeth 
upon (ho earth, und every motif all in whose nos- 
trils was the breath [of the spirit] of life, of sill Hint, 
was in the dry land, died : and every living sulatance 
was destroyed, which was upon the face of the ground, 
both ofKAH, and cattle;'' * * * "and Noah only re- 
mained nlive, nnd they that were with him in the 
uric." 

Here, w© gee that muu is distinctly called flesh ; 
ond, so far as his nature is concerned, ho is placed on 
n level with the animalti around, and is Hubjccted to 
the same destiny, Nothing is said of his possessing 
A nature differing from theirs, or of an end, or doom, 
Ihat is different; both live by the breath in theii 
u nostrils/" w»<3 both men and beasts are subjected 
to the same death, and by the sjiiuo means ; all are 
flesh ; all hove "the breath of the spirit of life" 
[margin] ; all are destroyed, or (fieri* Such is in- 
spired testimony; and no word is uttered indicating 
a spiritual nature in men, that would survive in 
death, any more than in b easts. 

This Scripture is: in harmony with the Mosaic ac- 
count of man's origin Oen. i: 1, compared with 
verse 19, of the same chapter. "The Lord God 

i formed man of the dust of the ground ;"***" nnd 

out of the ground the Loud God formed every beast 
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$ MAN'S HATtTBE ASH DK8TISY. 

of the field, end every fowl of tho air." Nor is ths 
term '' living soul," verse 7, peculiar to man. Pre- 
'i.-cly the sumo phraseology i-- Bve times employ '1 
in Gun. 1 mill 2, in speaking of thu fowls, of t Kb . 
beasts, untl of the creatures tlaut livo in the waters. 
The Hebrew nephesh hayaii, translated " living soul,' 1 
chap, 2 : 7, ia tlio same expression employed at the 
19th verse, and in chap. 1, at verses 20, 21, 34, and 
SO, translated, "living creature, " ami " life" whero 
it h spoken of bcaats, fowls, creeping things, and 
tlio various, inhabitants of tlio waters : eo> that- tlierc 
ie tlio clearest ovklcncc, from tlio inspired account of 
creation, that man, in his natural constitution, is fttt 
animal being : or, an organized, Jleshhj being, made 
alive by breath in his " nostrils," like every oilier 
" living creature," which tlie " Lord God mude out 
of the dust of the ground." His pre-eminence over 
inferior animals, was in his capacity for hi intellec- 
tual development, of which the others were inonpa- 
ble. This higher capacity formed a basis for a 
irorflfc development, by the appliance of law to his 
understanding;, requiring a conformity to his Maker's 
will, which wa* to decide whetu*.? man should riso 
Luto the spiritual, and live forever ; or, if manifesting 
his preference for the auiurnl, should sink under its 
control and die. Tho test, or trial of man, related to 
him t.s an intellectual animal : It was to eal or not to 
tat • n purely animal action; the consequence oi 
which, his intellect was perfectly capable of compre- 
hending. If he partakes of tho forbidden fruit, lie 
thereby manifests a preforenco to his own will, and 
disregards that of hia Has Kit : hence falls nnder the 
control of his animal appetites, and thenceforth fol- 
lows tlio animal, or fleshly desires, and becomes sub- 
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jeer, to the law of animal nature, which is to decay, 
corruption and death ; ultimately, returning t» the 
dust from which ho was taken, awl to the condition 
ia which the elements of hid being were, before ho 
was organised and vitalized. From such a total din- 
solution there was no element in his nature to pre- 
serve him : for Ue u is flak," mid not trpfafo 

That by "flesh," mnn F as man, is intended in our 
taxi, is further evident from Now Teatument author- 
ity. Thus, John 1 : 13, speaking of those who be- 
<:ome " sons of God/' it ia said, " Which were born 
not of blood, nor of tlio imTZ of tfie flesh, nor of tlio 
will of mun, but of God." Again, 1 Peter 1 : 23, ho 
Baith," Being born again, not of comuu-riBLE seed, 
bub of incorruptible, by the won! of God, which liv- 
6th and ubidoth forever. For ALL FLESH U ns grass, 
and all the glory of UAK as the flower of graas," 
Thus man ifl distinctly marked, 08 " corruptible'' in 
hie origin and natural tendency : and nothing but a 
now birth, by an agency oat of himself, Can aavo him 
from & total dissolution and decay, like the " flower 
OfgraSH ; w ttfld all life, because he is" flesh," or .*n 
animal being by natural generation. "That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh." 

Tlio apostle Paul is ua distinct in his uUoranco, on 
tbifl subject, as Peter; nnd more bo, if nosribb. 
i Speaking of the two Adams, 1 Corin. 15, he says, 

" Thore is a natural"— ^ea^hm, wninud — " body,, and 
there is a apiritual body: and ao it is written, The 
first man Adam was made a. living soul" [a "living 
creature," as we liave before noted] ; "the lastAdum 

I was undo a quickening spirit. Howbeit that vow 

1 not first which ia spiritual," [surely this is affirming 

the first Adam was not spiritual"!, " but th*t which ia 
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mtats^^pmfahm, cmimal : " nud afterwards thai 

which is spiritual. The first man i*> rf the »rM, 

earthy ; th© second nam is fclio Lord from heaven. 

As U the earthy, such are they also tlvvt are earthy," ^ 

["thftj which ts bom of the Mesh is flesh"] ; " am! :ia 

i- ihe heavenly, Midi are they alao that are henv- 

euly;" ["That which is burn of tho Spirit is 

spirit."] 
Ciin language more clearly affirm the tmitnol, and 

corruptible mature of the first Adam and liitf off- 
Bpring $ clearly defining them as animal and earthy ; 
nnd excluding all idea that they possess a spiritual 
nnmre ? whim it is shown, that tho second Adam is 
ihe spM-itn;jl ; and Unit Ho alone, can be (lie medium 
of a Spiritual nature to any man born into this world i 

hence, "ye must be born agam." This neeeeaUy, 

Paul dourly states 1 Corfu. 2: U— " hnt the nat- 
ural"— pmehifcos, llio animal "man recoiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God : for Lhoy are foolishness 
unto him: neither can ho know them, because they 
urn spiritually discerned." Tho animal man, or ho 
who is only born of tho llo.sli, is as ih capable of com- 
preliending mid beholding; tho beauty ami excellence 
of spiritual things us a blind man is to understand 
and lomprohond the beauty and glory of the firma- 

fnient of heaven, or of the landscape that lies before 
him. Fie lias no spiritual development — no wpirit- 
ual element in his nature j and all his bounty of aucll 
u nature, are ad absurd and baseless as the boasts of 
a blind man, who should talk of his clear sightcdness, 
while his empty g:ize is towards the fields, or upward . 

toward the vault of heaven. " Yo must ho horn fl 
■gain," or you have no spiritual nature, and are b"\t , 

anhnul, corruptibly dying beings. Intellectual wo 
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may bo — toweriugly so; but this alters not out ani- 
mal nature. Moral we may be, as men count moral- 
ity j but yet, of ourselves, wo can no more riso oui 
t of our nniinnl nntnro than the ox can fly. Still, it 

remains Mio tnitli of God, •' that which is born of the 
flosh is flesh;" and unless- Ave are " born again"— 
** liorn of the Spirit"— we will ilio as animals, and 
perish with thorn. 

But some will say — " That is degrading man, and 
taking- away his nobleness — his God-likeness." We 
aro heartily glad the truth has reached the intellect, 
which U the only inlet of hope for man's rescue from 
his animal condition. Man is proud : lifted up with 
the conceit that ho in a very noble and God-like being 
"I -will he as God," his proud and sensual liourt cries 
out — "I shall live as long as God lives/' ho affirms. 
Confident or hia unandiiig nature, ho scorns to tako 
his place at his Maker's feet, with penitence for his 
sins, and humiliation at lxis utter helplessness au4 
worthleesnoss. Ho will hava help, if help he needs, in 
m lordly way. This being abased, placed among afti* 
mala, as an animal, mortal, dying being;, to him is iu- 
BUHeraule I and whoever assigns him to such a posi- 
tion he deems beneath his notice, and counts him lit 
only for a mad house, or to be crucified I " Whatl 
place- mc among- brutes I" ho cries. Thai, is a hopolesa 
wuso, truly : and if man was left to his own rcsourcea 
to mend, patch, and renow his being, his caso would 
bo utterly without hope. Much has been done in 
l Imt direction, and many schemes have been set on 
foot, by which the world was to be converted into a 

" band of brothers ;" "but nil such schemes have been 
abortive j for in every ease, sooner or later, the ani- 
mal has shown its propensity, and that man is but 
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10 MANTS NATURE AN'D DESTINY. 

flenh after all his culture and improvemeot. Train 
inun as you will— educate him as you will, — improve 
Lira as yon may, ho can rise no hiylu-r than a rOKpoo- 
table mutual among his fellow animals. After all hia 
cultivation — and we highly approve of such cultiva- 
tion — lie ia still but an animal being, mortal, and 
dying. 

Is not man's case then hopeless? Is there any way 
by which he can be raised out of, or above this men* 
animal and perishing condition? "Wo answer with * *> 

joy, he may bo delivered : but Ms deliverance is not 
of himself, nor by any, or all, his natural powers. 
These, if made his relian.ee>, will utterly fail liiin, 
Hope there is, through the mercy of God ; but it is 
fit and by the second Adam — the spiritual bend of ;t 
imvormlioit. u Ye must be born again :" not by " tho 
will of the flesh," " hat of Gad— of the Spirit.'' " God , 

so loved the world, that Ho £avo hia only begotten 
Son, that whosoever bolieveth in Ifiia should not 
perish, but have everlasting ltfo." Here, wo have 
opened up to ns tho only hope of mall, of n triumph 
over the animal nature, and tho implanting and de- 
veloping a spiritual one. Chriat is the bond — the 
fountain — tho only NvJi'nn, by which man can bo 
raised above an annual being. 



"THAT WHICH 13 BOM OF THE SPIRIT 13 SPIRIT." 






Here op en si up fur man tho Only hope for a spir- 
itual nature, and immortality. As hia animal nature 
wan opened by his creation, and birth of tho flesh, 
into animal Hie 5 SO mu^t ft spiritual nature bo opened 
by hia re-creation, and being "born again of the 
Spirit," into spiritual life. Without this birth, ho in 
no more possessed of a spiritual nature, than ho eoul J 
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NAN*S NATURE, AND DKSTIXT. 11 

have hern possessed of an ftnimnl one without creation, 
or being "born of the flesh." "It" any mtm bo in 
Christ, he is & now creature:" lite folly, "a hk\» 

CREATION." 

Christ is the head of the now creation, or new bi rlh 
and spiritual nutnro, os Adam was the head of the 
first creation, or animal nature. The children of the 
first Adam are hWh, because "horn of the Hush:" 

the sued of the second Adam arc spiritual, becwise 
"horn of the Spirit;" which Spirit was in Christ 
without mutuuro ; for " God givotli not the Spirit by 
measure uulo him." Joint 3: 34. "Fur in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the (rod hood bodily." 
Col. 2: d. And Ho is "the head over ull things to 
the church ; which is Ills body, the fulness of Him 
that laUelli all in all." Bph- 1 : 22, 28. 

The spiritual nature of man, if he ever attains Eo 
such, is a derived one : it flows not from himself, but 
is the offspring of a union with Christ—" the Lord 

»froiu heave u " — the spiritual Adam — the regenerator; 
who, by communicating the Holy Spirit, which dwells 
in Himself, produces in all, who are uniled to Him by 
a living faith, a spiritual nature ; or, makes them 
" partakers of the divine nature f 2 Peter 1 : 4. Ho 
communicates to His member.-? ;t-jmrticipation of tho 
fulness of the Holy Spirit thitt dwells in Him j aud 
there is now opened np in them spiritual senses, and 
they discern spiritual things; for which, they had 
[ireviousry no more perception than a blind man has 
of color?, or a doaf men of sound--:. 

11 The law of the Spirit of life " l* " hi. Christ Jesus." 

Et ia that, alone, which can mk$ fe* '"Tree IVow tin 

luw of Bin and douth ;" which" law of bui is i" " out 
"members," or iioshly nature. " It is the Spirit that 






' 






12 MAH'fl NATUBH ANl» PPBTINV. 

<pdcfcffn«fhs the flesh ppfiteih nothing." Without 
the renewing work of the Spirit uf Sod, in Obnst, 
wo perish— go to nothing— have no enduring life ; 
For, " God hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
le in Hie Son: lie fetal hath tho Son hath life; .mil 
he that liath not the Son of God hatli not life." 1 John 
5; 11, 12. John infdMM tie, tk& " Tbk ifl fchfl roconi/'or, 
" testimony," that " God gave of hi* Bo»," which il u 
man believe not, he " hath made God a liar." Hence 
those who Affirm that man lias eternal life in himseU; 
Mint is immortal, treat (Sod's testimony as if it. wore 
false : and Thus, though it may have Veen Am >g» ' 
rantly, they commit n great end dreadfnl sin. Lot 
i horn beware of repeating it. 

That spiritual litu, which ulone Conotifctttee ft Bpi^ 
itual DBture,and is eternal, is not of man, "bornol 
the flesh f but, Drat in Uhrist ; and from Him com- 
municated to ffueh.and to such only, on are united tu 
Him by ii living, active faith; so that they receive, 
by Oh'rfet, the Holy Spirit or God, inul are '-born of 
the Spirit:" that becoining Bpiritual ; which workof 
Spiritaalmng Rfl perfected, and miulc purmuneiil, "at 
the lust day," by tho reliving from the deed, or adi- 
vine "change, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at tho Just trump." 1 Corth. 15 : 51—54. For, "If 
the Spirit of Him that raisea up Joaus from the dead 
dwell in you, TTo that rajaed up Ohrirt from the dead 
shall olao" quickon vour mortal bodies by Hi* Spirit 
that Jwelleth in you." Bom, S: 11. The animal 
uaturiMliee, and from that deftfch there U ih. cevtvdT 
inm fife, CSfiepfe by the Spirit of God, which Spin 
iwofifl only in such as are united to Christ, the ypir | 

itualhead'of fcha new creation; and who, by viria 
of their union with Him, have M the " renewing of 
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the Holy Spirit; which God sheds on" the believer 
"abundantly, through Joans Christ our Savionr." 
Titna 3 : 5, 6. Jiy this work, tho person united to 
Christ, is " born again," and M is a new creature," "a 
n*w creation. 1 ' 

Tho foundation for a fixture and endless life, then 
is not in man's creation, or birth of tbc flesh— for, 
that can rise no higher than its fountain, which in 
flesh, nnd^perishafctai but the foundation is in tho 
implantation of a now nature, which is spiritual and 
divine, because the work of the Spiriftof God, through 
Ohriftt* wrought effectually Oniy in such as are nriitej 
to Him. 

"That which is horn of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
which is horn of the Spirit? w spirit." Tho new mid 
divine life most he begun in this present state, or life. 
And with it commences a struggle between the flesh 
and the spirit. The spiritual must maintain the as- 
cendoacy, and keep the animal, or "hotly under." 
In other words, tbomrh the animal,, or fleshly nature 
still lives, it must bo made to serve, nnd not' allowed 
to rule. In all animal men the animal propensities 
rule and govoro them, or are oidy so far .controlled 
as decency or profit, may dictate. There is no re 
strain t to their animal desires that cannot be traced 
to one or the other of these causes. At any rate, 
there is no atrnggle for a mastery of their desires 
from any divine or Spiritual principle within ; fur, 
they have none. Gratification in allowed without 
control, except from lack of means, or opportunities ; 
Or at the best, from fear of bodily or mental injury. 
"Tho carnal mind w — and the animal man has no 
other— K is enmity against Gc-d ; tor it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can bo. So then, 
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tbey that are in tfiu flesh"— nut. horn of the Spirit— 
" cannot please Clod." '"For they taut arc after the 
flesh, do mind tho thinga of the dash :?' and M to h« 
carnally minded is death." " For it': © 1'vo alter tho 
flesh, ye bhau, dib." Itom. 8 : 6 — 3, 15. 

But being "born again, of the Spirit," tho flpiritual 
nature miiut now assume tie ruins of government : 
(unl will do this, or the renewing Spirit will he with- 
drawn. Its government ia a galling yoke to tho ani- 
mal nature, whicfa hitherto has refused all Control 
from any audi source, and liaa tahon ita own way. 
Tho spiritual nature, we hare said, is a derived — an 
imjJaitied—an wgrqfkd one. Tlio animal one is no I 
VOt destroyed, and will not bo during this pn-sun! 
life. In iLawlf, and in ita place.it not ouly is not i-vil, 
but can be made kt serve a, most useful Olid. Rut iu 
a master, it is " evil, aud only evil, and that coiiUiju- 
ally." It must, therefore, be- controlled, kept under, 
"mortified," while the spiritual is perfecting, and 
uutil ibis perfected "at the last day." A atnjggk, 
therefore, oiannenceB. with the ijitroduolion of (he 
spintilid iufn man's constitution, which ibmis tlio 
ground efr.be bugQftt portion of the Christian* war- 
fare, during his statu of trial. To overcome, subdue, 
and keep under his animal nature, ho needs, and must 
exercisu, constant watchfulness, and much prnyur; 
for, it is ouly " through tlio Spirit " : tin.!, ho can " mor- 
tify the daods of tlio body," (Kom. 8 : 13,) aud main- 
tain, the government ovur it. 

"The hat" (desires) "of Uiq flesh,, the luat of the 
eyes, and the pride of life," are all to be watched . 

uguinat, and subdued; so that the animal man shall I 

no farther be indulged thau tUe natural and u up in- 
verted Use designed by aiae's (Jbeatois. He fur, aud 
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no Further, is there safety: all beyond F.hia, is "en- 
mity against God* and the spiritual nnluro; ami 
when allowed to go beyond, and possess a controling 
and commanding powoT, it "qimicJies ihe Spirit,'' or 
" grieves the Holy Spirit of God," and the work of 
the now birth is arrested ; while the fleah, or animal 
man, gains strength and power by indulgence, and 
hurries down the current to corruption and death. 

Hero we 'have distinctly marked the two natures, 
possessed by idl Sd whom the Spirit of God ha? begun 
its re-creating- work ; and we have (raced out the 
ground of tlio struggle between these natures. It ia 
one of which the mere animal man is in alter igno 
raace ; and the idea is " foolishness unto him," because 
he has no spiritual discernment. 1 forth. 2; 14. But 
not so with the man who had come to Christ, and re- 
ceived of JTiru the regenerating Spirit eff 4M. He 
has. now developing* a now— a divine Ufa ; culled, " the 
life of God :" Epli, 4 ; IS. Now lie seeks to live in 
conformity with the wants ami ■enjoyments of this 
new element, or nature j ami if he remains steadfast 
in this Course, and does not "draw back," a constant 
warfare is maiutaiued against the unreasonable and 
oinfiil demands of his animal nature ; which conflict 
must be continued till that nature dies. If " faithful 
unto death," in steadfast resistance of all the sinful — 
* that \&,forbitIik>n gratifications of tlio fleah, or animal 
nature — ho receives "a crotm of lift-," mid puts on 
immortality, incorruptibility: perfectly clothed, and 
entirely renewed, be fillers oil that life in which the 
animal nature is utterly excluded, or totally ehnnged 1 
and his entire being ia spiritual ; no that "he can die 
no more :" sin and death have " no more dominion over 
him." He now on tars on a life- aa shoreless us eter 
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nity itself; and as free from sorrow and pain; as if 
they had never existed iu the universe of Gad. Sue 
Rev. 7: lfi, 17; and 21 : 4. 

In the view we have taken of the double niituro of 
the believer in Christ, wo have a solution of many 
Scripture expressions, which it would seem difficult 
otherwise to explain. Thonatuml man, or he who is 
bora only of the flosh,is a unit ; mid all his tendencies 
are in one direction, vis • to tho earth, ami earthly 
tilings. All Lis labor, and inqafty, in, " Whauimll'l 
out? Wliii i shall 1 drink? and wherewithal shall I bo 
clothed V What earthly grandeur, or enjoyment era 
I attain T Such is the night of his asniruttoM] and 
any restrictions on these, ho considers an encroach- 
ment on his liberty, and deserving of his resistance. 
In Ms nature, however, there is an intellectual ca- 
pacity, which, when developed, opt; lis a moral coii- 
aeiomsiiess, and outkea it possible, by the appliance of 
an agent out of himself, for him to receive an ingraft- 
ed nature that is spiritual. Such ingraftinunt is cmlv 
by the Spirit of God, and is being " horn again." It 
U as really a now life, or now development, as lua 
birth of ihe flesh was a life which before ho had not, 
and as that developed animal life. 

All animal men " walk after iho flesh." 2 Peter 2 : 
10; "the taets"— (hxirw "of tho flesh," they will 
do; 1 John 2 : 1ft. They will not submit to any 
control, m this mutter, from the authority of God. 
This wnaseen in our first p-nreuts — Adam and Kvo. 
(hie reatrnint, and only one, waahiid on their ani- 
mal nature. The frtiit of one tree was forbidden 
Litem ; of all others thoy might " freely eat." Their 
desire for the fruit of the '■ tree e-f knowledge of 
good and evil" was not sin, in itself ; they could not 
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but desire it, from thatfr nnimal constitution. If 
there had boon no desire, llioro would have been no 
temptation ty cat 11I" ir, and no necessity of a probi- 
| r bitifln 60 prevent their eating. By the prohibition 

mau was to discover conformity to tho will of hia 
GftRATOB — antl thus develop holiness, or a subjection 
<d' his animal appetite to tho will of God ; or else 
fihow his determination to have hi* own will, in an 

unrestrained use of whatever his desirea craved. 
Tina, desire— lust — became tho occasion of man's 
"inning, though it was not Hin in itself; and by the 
subjection of it t«j (lie will of God, might have' been 
tho occasion of holiness in man. But., as u fact |tfa| 
or desire, become man'a adversary— thu which lod 
him into " the transgression of the law" of hia Clod, 
am! he full under tho control and government of the 
Hash ami eta lusts ; and was subjected to tho laws of 
n more animal life, Which are mortality, corruption, 
Mid death. Uis posterity, being tho" offspring of 
Bach parents, cannot, by natural birth, rise any higher 
than the fountain from which they flow: thoy, too, 
are animal, mortal, corruptible, dying. This consti- 
tutes tho necessity of a new birth — " Verily, verily, 
I flay unto you, except a man bo horn again he can- 
not, see the kingdom of God"-- H Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye mast ho bom again f for, " That 
which is born of the flesh tfi ilesh ; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit." 

Man baring fallen, through allowing himself to bo 
governed by his animal desires or lusts, and his pos- 
terity, 3haring his animal nature, sin against God by 
continuing to live after that nature, notwithstanding 
God has provided, by His Sou, ti> implant in them n 
spiritual element, by which Daur duairea. or animal 
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nnture, can be subjected, and made to serve, instead 

of ruling, ns it now does. 

"Whosoever committothein trnnsgresseUi also the 
law"— which law, prohibited an unlicensed indul- 
gence of animal desires—" for ein is the transgres- 
sion of the law : and ye know that he"— Christ, the 
second Adam—' 1 was manifested to take away our 
sins'— the sins of suck " as receive Him"— " nud in 
Him is no sin."— His d&irea, when found "in the 
likeness of sinful flesh," {Rom. 8 : 3), never over- 

stepped the will of God : hence, He remained with- 
out sin, and "in him U no sin." Not only so, but 
" whosoever oJiukth in him siiiiioth not; whosoever 
einncrh"— literally, "continnelJi to sin,"— " 113$ not 
seen him, neither known him. Lot no man deceive t 

you; ku thai. Joc-th righteousness if* righteous, overt 
as He i» righteous: he that committal If ' [i. e.prw> 
ti<xih\ " bid is of the devil"— ihtiudmrsary i under Ilia 
government of the lust?, or desires of the flash— 
" for the deviL sinnoth from the begiimiiur,." It was 
Just, or desire, which sinned by demanding an unre- 
st rained indulgence. " For this purpose the Son oi 
God was manifested, thatlic might destroy tho works 
of the devil"— or, the lusts of the flesh, "by implant- 
ing a spiritual nature now, which should " bring 
under" tho "body" itnd " mortify the feftda" thereof, 
till tho time shall gome for its on tiro change to "a 
spiritual body, when nil its animal desires will he 
destroyed. " Whosoever \& born of God doth not 
commit" (or, praHics) " sin ; for His seed"— the " iu- 
corruptible seed," the seed of God, 1 Fetor 1 : 23— 
" remain* th in him ; and he cannot sin," — the lusts 
of tho flesh cannot govern him, as they did while 
possessed of uu uniiool nature only — " because U» U 
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born of God :" is a new creation ; hnving: a new ro- 
tation tt> Goil, or is spiritual. " In this the children 
of God are manifest, and the children of the devil"— 
tho adversary, of tho children of the flesh ; those 
who are ""born after the flesh," and are governed by 
their lasts, or fleshly nature, who are children of the 
flesh* the grand adversary to all spiritual, things, and 
to a spiritual control. Aa in the " allegory" of leh- 
mael and Isaac, " Ho that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even 
so it is now ;" tho offspring of the ilcsli opposes and 
wars against tho offspring of tho Spirit ; there is not, 
and cannot ho peace between themr one or tho oth- 
er will rule. u If ye lite after tho flesh ye ultdl dw /' 
l but, " if yd through tho Spirit do mortify llio deeds 

/' of the body yo $Ml Kafc" See Bom, 8 : 13. Gal. 

4 : 22-2&, and 1 John 3 ; 4-T0- 

Tho conflict, in him who " if* born of the Spirit." 
against tho flesh, will end only at death ; nor will 
the victory be complete till the resurrection from 
tho dead to immortality, incorruptibility, and endless 
life. Tho strife by tho flesh is for present indul- 
gence, without xe&trutnt. The warfare of the spirit — 
of the new man — is, for un trammeled Lfo ; freedom 
from the control of the desires of tho flesh, that it 
may fully develop itself. When that victory ia 
» achieved, and is perfected, tho trial is over forever, 

and the spiritual U installed as a conqueror, and re- 
ceives " the crown of life, which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love Him. 11 Sse James 1 : 12-j and 
/ Roy. 2 : 10. 

The conflict dnrtog the state of trial, may bo illus- 
trated by that which existed between the house of 
/ Saul, king of ancient Israel, and the house of David, 
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utter the l&ttor ma anointed to bo king in place o! 

Batil. Snul'a wrnth wns kindl.M.1 apaiiiMt las ynitMifa] 
rivnl, nnd ho songht by every possible raenna to de- 
stroy him. So does the fleshly nature of man mani- 
fest its impatience ub the introduction of a rival na- 
ture, and seeks by all possible devices, and pleas, to 
ami u tain its dominion, and to overthrow it« rival. 
Ah David, however, gradually grew stronger, Saul 
grew weaker ; till after along and severe struggle*, 
Pnul dies, lna house falls, nnd David and Ids house 
come to tho tlirone, and that tlirono Is established 
forever. So will the spiritual implantation, in nil 
Faithful believers, through the divine power from 
which it emanated, finally triumph, and be crowned 
au eternally reigning king, unto God and the Lamb. 
Whoever would be a partaker of this grace, must 
come to Christ for it. From no other source enu it 
bo derived. Refuse, reject, or neglect Him, and yon 
siiiV, nridor the enrao of the law, to corruption and 
death, where " tho wrath of God nbidoth on" you, 
and ye "ahull not sao life." Death, " the wages ol 
sin,* nnd the fruit of the flesh, will remain On all 
audi, in eternal end unbroken power. See John 5; 
i0. Uosa, t ; 33, John 3 ; 86. 



